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COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEETING NOTICE 
 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, February 22, 2017 
 
LOCATION: MetroPlan Orlando 
   David L. Grovdahl Board Room 
   250 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 200 
   Orlando, FL 32801 

**Click here for Directions to Our Office** 
 
TIME:  9:30 a.m.  
 
 
 AGENDA 
 

 

Thank you for silencing your cell phones during the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

III. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS – Chairman Tom O’Hanlon 

IV. AGENDA REVIEW – Ms. Cynthia Lambert 

V. CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM – Ms. Cathy Goldfarb 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS  ON ACTION ITEMS 

Comments from the public will be heard pertaining to Action Items on the agenda for this meeting.  
People wishing to speak must complete a “Speakers Introduction Card” at the reception desk.  Each 
speaker is limited to two minutes.  People wishing to speak on other items will be acknowledged 
under Agenda Item XI.   

VII. ACTION ITEMS 

A. Approval of January 25, 2017 Meeting Minutes (Tab 1) 
 
Approval is requested of the January 25, 2017 meeting minutes, provided at Tab 1.  
 

Wireless Access Available 
Network = MpoBoardRoom 
Password = mpoaccess 

https://www.metroplanorlando.org/wp-content/uploads/Directions-to-MetroPlan-Orlando.pdf


CAC Meeting Agenda 
February 22, 2017 

Page 2 

 
VIII. PRESENTATIONS AND STATUS REPORTS  

A.   Automated Vehicle Proving Ground – What It Means for Central Florida  
  
Mr. Charles Ramdatt, City of Orlando staff, will provide an update on Central Florida’s 
designation as an automated vehicle proving ground. The U.S. Department of Transportation 
recently designated 10 such proving ground pilot sites to encourage testing and information 
sharing around automated vehicle technologies. This presentation was requested at the last 
CAC meeting. 
 

B.   SunTrax 
 
Mr. Paul Satchfield, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise staff, will present an overview of SunTrax, a 
cutting-edge facility dedicated to the research, development and testing of emerging 
transportation technologies. This project is a partnership between Florida Department of 
Transportation and Florida Polytechnic University. This presentation was requested at the last 
CAC meeting. 
 

C.   Presentation on Bicycle & Pedestrian Crash Analysis 
 
Mr. Mighk Wilson, MetroPlan Orlando staff, will give a presentation on the analysis of bicycle 
and pedestrian crash statistics. 
 

D.   Presentation on Florida Transportation Plan & Complete Streets Policy Implementation 
 
Mr. David Cooke, FDOT staff, will present an update on the implementation of the Florida 
Transportation Plan and Complete Streets policy. 
 

E.   Presentation on Roundabouts in the MetroPlan Orlando Region 
 
Mr. Chris Cairns, FDOT staff, will present a review of FDOT’s methodology for the 
implementation of roundabouts. 
 
 

IX.    GENERAL INFORMATION (Tab 2)  

A. FDOT Monthly Construction Status Report 
 
The latest FDOT monthly construction status report for the Orlando area is enclosed.  
 

B. 2017 Schedule for Transportation Improvement Program & Prioritized Project List 
 
The 2017 preview and approval schedule for the FY 2017/18-2021/22 Transportation 
Improvement Program and FY 2022/23-2039/40 Prioritized Project List is enclosed. 
 

C. Legislative Report 
 
A report on the latest legislative activities occurring in the MetroPlan Orlando region is enclosed. 
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D.   MetroPlan Orlando Board Highlights 
 
Highlights from the February 2017 MetroPlan Orlando Board meeting are enclosed. 
 

X.   UPCOMING MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

A. Next Community Advisory Committee meeting 

The next CAC meeting will be on April 26, 2017. Please note that there is no CAC meeting 
scheduled in March. 

B. March MetroPlan Orlando Board Meeting 
 

The next MetroPlan Orlando Board meeting will be held on March 8, 2017 at 9 a.m. at the 
Second Harvest Food Bank, 411 Mercy Drive, Orlando, FL 32805. 
 

XI.   MEMBER COMMENTS 

XII.    PUBLIC COMMENTS (GENERAL) 

XIII.   ADJOURNMENT 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if any person with a disability as defined by the ADA needs 
special accommodations to participate in this proceeding, he or she should contact MetroPlan Orlando staff member Ms. 
Cathy Goldfarb (contact info below), at least three days prior to the event.  In addition, persons requiring translation 
services, which are provided at no cost, should also contact Ms. Goldfarb at least three business days prior to the event.  
Contact Information: Cathy Goldfarb | (407) 481-5672 x315 | Email: cgoldfarb@metroplanorlando.org | Address: 
MetroPlan Orlando, 250 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 200, Orlando, Florida, 32801 



 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   TAB 1 
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COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, January 25, 2017 
 
LOCATION: MetroPlan Orlando 
  250 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 200 
  Orlando, Florida 32801 
 
TIME:  9:30 a.m. 
 

 

Chairman Tom O’Hanlon presided 

 

 
Members in attendance were: 
 
Ms. Asima Azam, Orange County 
Fr. Jabriel Ballentine, Orange County  
Ms. Karolyn Campbell, MetroPlan Appointee 
Mr. Tyghe (T.J.) Legacy-Cole, MetroPlan Appointee 
Mr. Gregory Eisenberg,  MetroPlan Appointee 
Ms. Sarah Elbadri, City of Orlando 
Mr. Hector Lizasuain, Osceola County 
Mr. Mark Loeb, MetroPlan Appointee 
Mr. Robert McKey, MetroPlan Appointee 
Mr. Atlee Mercer, Osceola County 
Ms. Theresa Mott, City of Apopka 
Mr. Thomas O’Hanlon, Seminole County 
Mr. Brindley  Pieters, Seminole County 
Ms. Lisa Portelli, MetroPlan Appointee  
Ms. Marissa Salas, MetroPlan Appointee  
Mr. Casmore Shaw, Osceola County 
Mr. Tony Tizzio, Seminole County 
Mr. Keith Trace, City of St. Cloud 
Ms. Venise White, MetroPlan Appointee 
Mr. Scott Zubarik, MetroPlan Appointee 
 
 
 

 
   Members not in attendance were: 

 
Ms. Keri Caffrey, MetroPlan Appointee 
Mr. Jeffrey Campbell, Seminole County  
Mr. Bill Dehlinger, MetroPlan Appointee  
Mr. Brady Lessard, City of Sanford  
Mr. Christopher Maier, MetroPlan Appointee  
Mr. R.J. Mueller, MetroPlan Appointee 
Mr. Wade Vose, Orange County 
Mr. Dan Stephens, MetroPlan Appointee 
Mr. Adam Valencic, MetroPlan Appointee 
Vacant, City of Altamonte Springs 
Vacant, City of Kissimmee 
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Others in attendance were: 
 
Ms. Carol Scott, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise 
Mr. Jamil Gutierrez, FDOT  
Mr. Doug Robinson, LYNX  
Mr. Eric Hill, MetroPlan Orlando 
Mr. Keith Caskey, MetroPlan Orlando 
Ms. Elizabeth Whitton, MetroPlan Appointee 
Mr. Nick Lepp, MetroPlan Orlando  
Ms. Lisa Smith, MetroPlan Orlando 
Ms. Alexandra Quintero, MetroPlan Orlando 
Ms. Cynthia Lambert, MetroPlan Orlando 
Ms. Cathy Goldfarb, MetroPlan Orlando 
 

A complete listing of other attendees may be obtained upon request. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Tom O’Hanlon called the Community Advisory Committee meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
Mr. Mark Loeb led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS  
 
Chairman O’Hanlon thanked committee members for attending and stressed the importance of 
transportation for the community.  
 
Mr. Atlee Mercer provided an update on the Osceola Expressway Authority (OCX).  Mr. Mercer 
reported that the Poinciana Parkway is open and performing above expectations.  He told committee 
members that OCX is ready to move on to their next planned projects.  He noted that progress is 
being made on the process to merge OCX and the Central Florida Expressway Authority (CFX).  The 
merger, he added, will involve a three party agreement between CFX, OCX, and Osceola County.  Mr. 
Mercer told CAC members that CFX has already adopted the OCX Master plan as part of their Master 
Plan and an analysis is being conducted to see what will be the first OCX project to get underway. 
 
Chairman O’Hanlon commented that the impact of new technology such as driverless vehicles needs 
to be looked at in terms of how it could disrupt traffic. Mr. Mercer added that driverless cars and 
vehicles miles traveled are looked at as possible solutions to traffic issues.  Ms. Sarah Elbadri told 
CAC members that the City of Orlando had put together a great team to look at advancing automated 
vehicles and the City is a strong supporter of the technology.  Chairman O’Hanlon requested a 
presentation on the autonomous vehicles project at the next CAC meeting. 
 

IV. AGENDA REVIEW  
 
Ms. Cynthia Lambert thanked CAC members who attended the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon.  
She introduced three new CAC multimodal advocate appointees, Ms. Venise White, Ms. Lisa Portelli, 
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and Mr. Greg Eisenberg.  Mr. Atlee Mercer asked what the definition of a multi modal advocate was.  
Ms. Lambert responded it was someone who could represent any and all modes. She introduced new 
MetroPlan Orlando staff members, Ms. Lisa Smith and Ms. Alexandra Quintero. Ms. Lambert reported 
that Mr. Doug Robinson was attending for Mr. Myles O’Keefe.  She introduced guests in the audience, 
Mr. Billy Hattaway, new Director of Transportation for the City of Orlando and Ms. Tawny Olore, new 
Transportation Director for Osceola County. Chairman O’Hanlon asked the guests to come up to the 
podium and speak briefly about their background. Ms. Lambert called attention to items in the 
supplemental folders, which included information on the FDOT Five-Year Work Program, a memo 
regarding the PD&E information, and a fact sheet on the Corrine Drive study. Ms. Lambert reported 
that the new MetroPlan Orlando website had launched and the website and email addresses now 
were ending with .org. She called attention to a memo sent out by Mr. Harry Barley regarding the 
latest Dangerous by Design report and the progress being made in regards to pedestrian safety. In 
addition, Ms. Lambert noted that all LYNX buses now have Wi-Fi.  
 

V. CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
 
Ms. Cathy Goldfarb confirmed that a quorum was present.   
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS  ON ACTION ITEMS 
 
None. 
 

VII. ACTION ITEMS 
 
A. Approval of November 30, 2016 Meeting Minutes  

 
Approval was requested of the November 30, 2016 meeting minutes, which were provided.  

MOTION:     Mr. Scott Zubarik moved for approval of the November 30, 2016 meeting minutes.   
                    Mr. Tony Tizzio seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

B. FDOT Amendment to FY 2016/17-2020/21 Transportation Improvement Program  
 
Mr. Keith Caskey, MetroPlan Orlando staff, requested the CAC to recommend that the FY 
2016/17-2020/21 TIP be amended to include additional funding for the LYNX Operating Center 
expansion, funding adjustments for the six-laning project on Maitland Blvd. in Maitland, and a 
new pedestrian safety project on US 441. A fact sheet prepared by MetroPlan Orlando staff and 
a letter from FDOT explaining the amendments were provided. Mr. Caskey reviewed the projects 
in the request.  Chairman O’Hanlon asked where the funding for the projects came from.  Mr. 
Caskey responded that it was state funding. Discussion ensued regarding time limitations to 
spend the funds, what the new pedestrian enhancements were on US 441, whether the 
pedestrian safety enhancements were a response to an issue, and what was the HAWK crossing 
enhancement. Mr. Gutierrez told CAC members that the pedestrian safety enhancements were 
a response to input from the public hearings and citizen requests.  Mr. Billy Hattaway added that 
the HAWK crossing enhancement was one of two types used and involved a pedestrian signal 
that stopped traffic when the signal was red and would go from yellow to red when activated.  
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MOTION:        Mr. T. J. Legacy-Cole moved for approval of the FDOT Amendment to FY 2016/17-
2020/21 Transportation Improvement Program. Mr. Casmore Shaw seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 

 

VIII. PRESENTATIONS AND STATUS REPORTS  

A.   Preview of MetroPlan Orlando Complete Streets Policy  

Ms. Elizabeth Whitton, MetroPlan Orlando staff, presented an overview of MetroPlan Orlando’s 
Complete Streets Policy in its draft form. Action to approve the policy would be requested at a 
later date. She also provided an update on MetroPlan Orlando’s health initiatives and the results 
of a health-focused audit of the agency’s planning documents. A health fact sheet and draft 
Complete Streets policy were provided. The draft Complete Streets Policy Report could be read 
in its entirety here: https://metroplanorlando.org/wp-
content/uploads/17873_ComlpeteStreetsFinalReport-opt_CC.pdf.  Ms. Whitton gave an 
overview of the connection between transportation and health along with the World Health 
Organization definition of health. She noted that the public health sector approached the 
transportation sector with incentives after research showed a person’s environment significantly 
affects their health.  Ms. Whitton detailed some of the incentives that have been provided by the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. She shared the 
breakdown of health factors 80% of which are outside of clinical care, and the themes that affect 
quality of life. Ms. Whitton told committee members that an audit of MetroPlan Orlando’s five 
major documents was conducted and found that approximately $600 million was invested in 
health-related projects. She also provided information on short- and long-term strategies for 
increasing cross-sector collaboration between transportation and public health and provided 
examples of cross sector collaborations locally. Discussion ensued in regards to incorporating 
health in the Corrine Drive study, how to mitigate health aspects of a project, walkability and 
health, walkability issues on state projects, implementation of complete streets, and the health 
impact assessment conducted on SR 50. 
 
Ms. Whitton told committee members that a task force had been formed to develop a Complete 
Streets and implementation policy.  She provided a definition of complete streets and noted that 
it would be a regional policy with network functions. Ms. Whitton reviewed the goals, which would 
be project specific, implementation, and menu of options. She reported that the Corrine Drive 
Complete Streets Study was getting underway and detailed the location of the study, study 
timeline and focus areas.  Chairman O’Hanlon asked about education efforts locally for Complete 
Streets.  Ms. Whitton responded that education material would be developed.  Mr. Hattaway 
added that presentations on Complete Streets had been and would be given at local meetings 
and information was available online, including on the FDOT website. Ms. Whitton told CAC 
members that the Corrine Drive study will look at how people use the corridor and it will involve 
four areas of focus: pedestrian safety, first/last mile connectivity to transit, accessibility, and 
gaps in the region’s network of trails and paths. Discussion ensued regarding the public 
involvement process for the study, data collection, ranking of incoming projects, correcting city 
codes to accommodate complete street projects, factoring in cut through traffic, and how 
corridors are selected.  Ms. Whitton noted that the projects will be implemented through land 
use changes.  
 
 

https://metroplanorlando.org/wp-content/uploads/17873_ComlpeteStreetsFinalReport-opt_CC.pdf
https://metroplanorlando.org/wp-content/uploads/17873_ComlpeteStreetsFinalReport-opt_CC.pdf
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B.   Introduction of New MetroPlan Orlando Website 

Ms. Cynthia Lambert. MetroPlan Orlando staff, presented a live demonstration of MetroPlan 
Orlando’s new website, MetroPlanOrlando.org. Ms. Lambert reviewed items on the website 
homepage, how to navigate the website, and how to RSVP for meetings online. She noted that 
the website is fully responsive on all types of devices. An online survey is available, she added, 
for committee members to provide their input on the new website.  Discussion ensued in 
regards to including a public comment section, content marketing, and engagement of the 
community.  Ms. Lambert told committee members that outreach efforts to engage the public 
include directing people to the website, working with MetroPlan Orlando’s partners, and going 
out to the community and signing people up to receive the newsletter. CAC members provided 
some suggestions for the website including having the newsletter sign up at the top and public 
access to the acronym guide. 

C.   Presentation on FY 2017/18-2021/22 Tentative Five Year Work Program 

Mr. Jamil Gutierrez, FDOT, and Ms. Carol Scott, FTE, presented an overview of the new FY 
2017/18-2021/22 Tentative Five Year Work Program. Mr. Gutierrez told CAC members that all 
FDOT Five-Year Work program information was available on the website at 
http://www.d5wpph.com. He reviewed the projects that are new or changed and noted that 
additional information on the projects could be accessed at the website. Maps including a listing 
of the projects were also provided. 

Ms. Carol Scott, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise (FTE), told CAC members that FTE has $423 million 
in projects scheduled in the District 5 Orange, Osceola, and Seminole County tri-County area in 
their Five-Year Work Program. She reviewed the major projects in that area, along with the cost 
for each project. Printouts were provided with the projects listed along with a map showing where 
they were located.  Ms. Scott added that FTE/FDOT is partnering with Florida Polytechnic 
University on a test facility for autonomous vehicles by the Florida Polytechnic campus. The 
project, she reported, is called SunTrax and will include a 21/2 mile test track plus a 200 acre 
infield for research and development of autonomous and connected vehicles. 

IX.    GENERAL INFORMATION  

A. FDOT Quarterly Variance Report 
 
The latest FDOT Quarterly Variance Report for the Orlando area was provided. 
 

B. FDOT Monthly Construction Status Report 
 
The latest FDOT monthly construction status report for the Orlando area was provided.  
 

C. PD&E Study Tracking Report 
 
A report providing the latest status of the Project Development & Environment (PD&E) studies 
currently under way in the MetroPlan Orlando area was provided. 
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D. Approved 2017 Legislative Priorities 
 
The 2017 legislative priorities approved by the MetroPlan Orlando Board at its December 14th 
meeting were provided. 
 
 

E.   MetroPlan Orlando Board Highlights 

Highlights from the December 2016 MetroPlan Orlando Board meeting were provided. 
 

X.   UPCOMING MEETINGS OF INTEREST 

A. Next Community Advisory Committee meeting 

The next CAC meeting will be on February 22, 2017.  

XI.    MEMBER COMMENTS 

XII. PUBLIC COMMENTS (GENERAL) 
 

None.  
 

XIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:27 a.m.  

 
Respectfully transcribed and submitted by Ms. Cathy Goldfarb, MetroPlan Orlando. 
 
Approved this 22nd day of February 2017. 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
 Mr. Tom O’Hanlon, Chairperson 

 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 

   Ms. Cathy Goldfarb,  
   Senior Board Services Coordinator                  
 
 

As required by Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, MetroPlan Orlando hereby notifies all interested parties that if a person 
decides to appeal any decision made by MetroPlan Orlando with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or 
hearing, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made to include the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based. 
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CIM Active Contracts Generated: 02-10-2017 

District 5, Contract Type: All Construction 
Osceola County 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CIM Active Contracts Generated: 02-10-2017 
District 5, Contract Type: All Construction 

Seminole County 

 

 



 



 
 

2017 Preview/Approval Schedule for  
FY 2017/18-2021/22 TIP & 

FY 2022/23-2039/40 Prioritized Project List  
 

 
FY 2017/18-2021/22 TIP  
 
Preview 
 
• Community Advisory Committee – Wednesday, 5/24/17, 9:30 a.m. 
 
• Transportation Systems Management & Operations Advisory Committee – Friday, 5/26/17, 

8:30 a.m. 
 
• Technical Advisory Committee – Friday, 5/26/17, 10:00 a.m. 
 
• Municipal Advisory Committee – Thursday, 6/8/17, 9:30 a.m. 
 
• MetroPlan Orlando Board – Wednesday, 6/14/17, 9:00 a.m. 
 
• Public Hearing – Monday, 6/19/17, 6:00 p.m. (tentative) 
 
Approval 
 
• Transportation Systems Management & Operations Advisory Committee – Friday, 6/23/17, 

8:30 a.m. 
 
• Technical Advisory Committee – Friday, 6/23/17, 10:00 a.m. 

 
• Community Advisory Committee – Wednesday, 6/28/17, 9:30 a.m. 
 
• Municipal Advisory Committee – Thursday, 7/6/17, 9:30 a.m. 
 
• MetroPlan Orlando Board – Wednesday, 7/12/17, 9:00 a.m. 
 



FY 2022/23-2039/40 Prioritized Project List  
 
Note: Due to the early start for the 2018 Florida legislative session, the FY 2022/23-2039/40 PPL 
must be submitted to FDOT in July 2017 rather than September.  As a result, the PPL will go 
through the preview and approval process at the same time as the TIP.  
 
Preview 
 
• Community Advisory Committee – Wednesday, 5/24/17, 9:30 a.m. 
 
• Transportation Systems Management & Operations Advisory Committee – Friday, 5/26/17, 

8:30 a.m. 
 
• Technical Advisory Committee – Friday, 5/26/17, 10:00 a.m. 
 
• Municipal Advisory Committee – Thursday, 6/8/17, 9:30 a.m. 
 
• MetroPlan Orlando Board – Wednesday, 6/14/17, 9:00 a.m. 
 
Approval 
 
• Transportation Systems Management & Operations Advisory Committee – Friday, 6/23/17, 

8:30 a.m. 
 
• Technical Advisory Committee – Friday, 6/23/17, 10:00 a.m. 

 
• Community Advisory Committee – Wednesday, 6/28/17, 9:30 a.m. 
 
• Municipal Advisory Committee – Thursday, 7/6/17, 9:30 a.m. 
 
• MetroPlan Orlando Board – Wednesday, 7/12/17, 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 



1 | P a g e  
 

 
 

2017 Legislative Session Activity Report 
January 2017 

 
GENERAL 
• Legislative Delegation Hearings – Virginia Whittington, MetroPlan Orlando staff attended 

public hearings of the Orange, Osceola, and Seminole County legislative delegations where 
she presented MetroPlan Orlando’s 2017 priorities and positions. 
 

• Meeting with Florida Department of Transportation - Bill & John Wayne met with outgoing 
Secretary Boxold and Interim Secretary Cone on Wednesday, January 25th (various DOT 
staff) to discuss SunRail (Phase II North) funding options. 

o Clarified state’s policy on its funding splits with regard to transit projects. 
 50/25/25 – State/Federal/Local split is state “policy” (consistent with 

other projects around the state) – any adjustments/changes would be 
precedent setting for all 

o TIGER Grant - $10 million gap 
 Applications up to $25 million federal match 
 District 5 gathering information/updating model 

o Other OPTIONs 
 Folding Phase III (Airport) into Phase II North 
 Contiguous Issues (Wait for administrative changes in DC and Atlanta) 

o Local Governments making up the difference 
 Use SIB Loans 

o Pursue Small Starts Grant Program 
o Pursue Federal Authorization Language 
o Wait for President’s Infrastructure Funding Package 
o Look at expediting early transfer of CFCRC 

 
STATE 
 
• House Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee (January 25th)  

o HB 6007 Traffic Infraction Detectors (Representative Avila) The bill removes the 
authorization for the DHSMV and local governments to install and maintain red 
light cameras.  The bill maintains s.316.0076 F.S., which expressly preempts to 
the state regulation of the use of cameras for enforcing the Florida Uniform Traffic 
Control Law (meaning local governments will no longer have the authority to 
implement red light camera programs by local ordinance).  Effective date is July 1, 
2020. 
 City of Miami- support 
 Florida League of Cities- not for or against red light cameras but for Home 

Rule, so they oppose the legislation 
 Florida Police Chiefs Association- Oppose 
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 Orange County Sheriffs- Oppose 
 Committee Approved (13 yeas/1 nay) 

 
• Senate Transportation Committee (Tuesday, January 24, 2017) 
 

o Florida Department of Transportation Presentation on Legislative Priorities:  
 Increase truck weight allowance for natural gas fueled vehicles.  Increase 

weight limit allowed on interstate by 2,000 lbs.  Florida Truckers Association 
supports 

 Revises bridge inspection schedule.  Bridges that are older will be inspected 
more frequently.   

 Increase price cap for Rapid Response Contracts.  Current cap is $120,000, 
which was put in place in 2002.  The department would like to increase to 
$250,000. 

 Optional bond validation on turnpike bonds.  If it were a retained bond, the 
department would like to make it optional instead of mandatory before 
going to the Cabinet. This was proposed by the Division of Bond Finance 

 Any project or phase of a project over $3M, which is added to the current 
work program, is required to go to the LBC for approval.  Would like to 
exempt emergency repairs. 

 Repeal of the Highway Beautification Council.  Would like to keep the 
Highway Beautification grant program in the department and operate it out 
of district offices with FDOT landscape architects.   

 
 
FEDERAL 
 
 Senate Democrats’ Release Infrastructure Proposal 
  

On Tuesday, Senate Democrats announced a proposal for $1 trillion in direct federal 
spending on infrastructure over 10 years, which they said stood in stark contrast to the 
President’s own proposal that relies heavily on private investment. Led by Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Ranking Democrats from several committees outlined 16 
separate funding areas, which they said would create 15 million new jobs. 

 Reconstruct Roads & Bridges: $100B 
 Improve Airports: $30B 
 Revitalize Main Street: $100B 
 Address Ports & Waterways: $10B 
 Expand TIGER: $10B 
 Build Resilient Communities: $25B 
 Rehabilitate Water and Sewer: $110B 
 21st Century Energy Infrastructure: $100B 
 Modernize Rail Infrastructure: $50B 
 Expand Broadband: $20B 
 Repair & Expand Transit: $130B 
 Invest in Public Lands & Tribal Infrastructure: $20B 
 Vital Infrastructure Program: $200B 
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 Modernize VA Hospitals: $10B 
 Rebuild Public Schools: $75B 
 Provide Innovative Financing Tools: $10B 

 
While Minority Leader Schumer acknowledged that the proposal had not been crafted into 
legislation yet, he said that those details along with details on the funding mechanism 
would be worked out with the President and Republican majority; however, Schumer did 
reiterate the proposal’s call to fully fund its initiatives by “closing tax loopholes used by 
corporations and super-wealthy individuals to offset associated costs.” 



 
A copy of the full minutes will be available seven days prior to the next meeting at: www.metroplanorlando.org 

For more information please contact: cgoldfarb@metroplanorlando.org 
 

 

 
 

                       
Board Meeting Highlights – February 8, 2017 

   
• Chairman’s Announcements: Commissioner Bob Dallari opened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. and 

welcomed special guests Congressman John Mica and Congresswoman Corrine Brown who spoke 
briefly. He provided a report on the Board Officer’s meeting and the four priorities they established; 
Board members concurred. Mayor Dyer gave a report on the December 14, 2016 Commuter Rail 
Commission meeting. Commissioner Dallari reported on the January 13, 2017 Central Florida MPO 
Alliance meeting. 
 

• MetroPlan Orlando Executive Director’s Announcements: Mr. Harry Barley welcomed Ms. Joedel 
Zaballero, new TSMO Chairman.  He reported that Commissioner Bonilla was ill and not able to 
attend as the alternate for Commissioner Nelson and Commissioner VanderLey was not in 
attendance due to the passing of her father, former Mayor Jon VanderLey. Mr. Barley introduced 
guests Ms. Lauren Allen, Congresswoman Murphy’s staff member, and Mr. Chester Glover, currently 
on Congresswoman Demings staff.  Mr. Glover introduced other staff members in attendance. Mr. 
Barley also introduced new FDOT District 5 Secretary, Mr. Steve Martin.  He informed Board 
members that Ms. Elaine Chao had been confirmed as the new US DOT Transportation Secretary 
and FDOT Secretary Boxold had resigned and Ms. Rachel Cone is serving as the Interim FDOT 
Secretary. Mr. Barley announced that Mayor Buddy Dyer was the honoree at the annual CUTR 
awards program and Mayor Dyer had also been appointed to serve on the National Advisory 
Committee on Travel and Tourism Infrastructure. He thanked everyone who attended the annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon and participated in the toy drive. Mr. Barley called attention to 
USDOT’s selection of Central Florida as an autonomous vehicle test center and Florida’s Turnpike 
Enterprise is building a test track and infield area, at Florida Polytechnic University,for autonomous 
vehicle testing. He announced that Commissioners Bonilla, Clarke, VanderLey and Nelson had 
indicated they would like to attend the MPOAC Institute in April or May. Mr. Barley introduced new 
MetroPlan Orlando staff members, Ms. Lisa Smith and Ms. Alexandra Quintero. He called attention 
to the March 8th Board meeting which will be held at Second Harvest Food Bank. 
 

• Agenda Review: Mr. Barley reported that there were no changes to the agenda. 
 
• Public Comments:  Ms. Joanne Counelis expressed the need for 24 hour bus and train service seven 

days a week. 
 

• Unanimously Approved Consent Items: A-F 
 

• Unanimously Approved (Roll Call Conducted), the Proposed Amendments to MetroPlan Orlando’s 
Five-Year Transportation Improvement Program; Board Resolution No. 17-01 
 

• Deferred action on  the Locally Preferred Alternative for the OIA Refresh Study 
                                                             

• Other Business: Introduction of MetroPlan Orlando’s New Website (Ms. Cynthia Lambert), ITS 
Master Plan Update (Mr. Eric Hill), MetroPlan Orlando’s Prioritized Project List & Status Report on 
4P Applications (Mr. Nick Lepp), and Complete Streets Policy & Corrine Drive Pilot Project Preview 
(Ms. Elizabeth Whitton).  

 
• Public Comments: None 

 
• Next Board Meeting – March 8, 2017 at  Second Harvest Food Bank  

http://www.metroplanorlando.org/
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